Parnell

sentenced to any term of imprisonment* Habeas Corpus had
been suspended, and he was to remain in Kilmainham or
elsewhere for so long as it pleased Her Majesty's Govern-
ment* In these circumstances, will anyone with the smallest
pretension to knowledge of human nature maintain that
there was anything disgraceful to Parnell in his cry of pain
when he received Mrs* O'Shea's overwrought letters? If
Irishmen, as their condemnation of Parnell at this time would
seem to imply, are so devoted to abstractions that they can
only find something contemptible in a man who reveals in a
moment of weakness that he can suffer and relapse, then
we may rest assured that a race of abstract thinkers can only
create a nation which is an abstraction and not a reality.

IX

The bent of ParneU's mind, apart from politics, will be
seen in the list of papers which he regularly read while he
was in Kilmainham* They were The Times, Engineer,
Engineering, Mining Journal, Pall Mall Gazette, and Universe,
What malignancy of fate, one wonders, drew this man from
his assays and engineering experiments and his study of the
stars into the restless puddle of Irish politics ? A happy life
at Avondale, where he might experiment to his heart's content,
offered itself to him, but the dark shadow which had lain
upon his family for generations drove him away from it, and
rarely allowed him to return*
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